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Abstract

Day by day, e-learning is becoming popular in university
education, due to its applicability and recognized as a suitable mode of
education. The need for learning in Nigeria is increasing in respect to
the increase of her population which made the universities’ campuses
to be congested, and most of the universities also depend on
governments for financial support. The study is a survey research that
uses questionnaire and observation for Nigerian and the United Kingdom
universities respectively. A total of one hundred (100) questionnaires
were administered to twenty (20) lecturers and eighty (80) students in
four selected Nigerian universities, and all the questionnaires were
successfully completed and returned. The research findings reveal the
current e-learning development in Nigeria and United Kingdom
universities, its importance to the Nigerian universities’ learning process,
the ways in which it can overcome campus congestion in those

universities, and the challenges facing its implementation and the ways
to overcome them.

Key words: e-learning, University, United Kingdom, Nigeria.

1.0 Introduction some parts of the world. Presently some

. institutions in Nigeria are using it to promote
E-learning as an advanced? system for ~ distance education (DE) and lifelong learning.

learning through Information Communication

Technologies (ICTs) is becoming an engine of Intoday’s knowledge economy, learning

innovation in education. The e-learning isnot  is needed to survive and to thrive. In this sense,

anew phenomenon in promoting education in knowledge is power and proliferation of
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E-learning is nota luxury
rentand future generations.
while the nature of our
ves the need for learning.
The demand and use of alternatives .to the

ical classroom setting has been ongoing for

more than 100 years from correspondence courses
in paper form through video and computer

knowledge through
but a necessity forcur
The need is constant
society and economy dri

access k2 .

In the 21% century, people have to learn
more than ever before, especially for global
ive classroom-based training is
d cumbersome, the need

ing and their

organizations, |
becoming too costly an
for learning in Nigeria is increasl
campuses are congested, their universities also
depend on government for financial support.
It is to this end that this study finds out:

1. The current development of e-learning in
United Kingdom universities and that of
Nigeria, giving the implications of e-learning
in those two nations.

2. How e-learning overcomes campus congestion
in Nigerian universities.

3. The challenges to e-learning in Nigerian
universities and how to solve them.

This study addresses the following questions:

1. What are the current developments of
e-learning in Nigerian Universities and that
of the United Kingdom?

2. How e-learning can overcome campus
congestion in Nigerian universities?

3. Whatare the challenges to e-learning in

Nigerian universities and how can it be
solved?

A good knowledge of e-learning and
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how best to implement?? it wil| help un;
Versit:
management to earn more income whf‘ff;lt s
p ich w;
reduce their dependency on goVernme tz\;lll
n

According to Codone’ e-learning ¢,
best be understood as any type of Jegpp;

; ; in
delivered electronically*"!. Defined broad| P
can encompass learning products de]iverz’d b's
computer, intranet, internet, satellite, or othe):
remote technologies. Brandon Hall, a noteq
e-learning researcher, defines e-learning a5
“instruction delivered electronically wholly by
aweb browser, through the Internet or an intranet,
or through CD-ROM or DVD multimedia
platforms.” Increasingly, the common under-
standing of e-learning relates exclusively to
web-based training — or learning products
delivered via a web browser over a network.
Morgan Keegan’s investment analysis team'*"*
deems e-learning as a technology that fully
leverages the distributive power of the Internet
and encourages investors to consider the “¢”
in e-learning to represent “effective”.

1.1 E-learning types :

According to WorldWideLearn33

e-learning comes in many variations and often

a combination of the following: Purely onfine-
no face-to-face meetings, Blended Learning-
combination of online and face-to-face,
Synchronous, Asynchronous, Instructorjled
group, Self-study, Self-study with s"bjec;
matter expert, Web-based, Computer-base
(CD-ROM) and Video/audio tape-

s
But according to Australian flexible

learning framework e-learning ‘fa':n -
presented and delivered to the learner 11 0S€s:
different ways and for a range of purP

ges (1-88)
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Important in any e-learning is the degree of
interactivity for the learner, and whether the
learner is able to study at any time, or whether
there is a need for the learner to be online or
in a classroom with other learners at the same
time (synchronous learning).

Below is the summary of the different
types of e-learning based on the degree of
interactivity required.

1.1.1 Low interactivity: is mainly multi-
media'®?' or graphic one-way communication

1.1.2 Moderate to high interactivity: has
some degree of learner to computer interaction

1.1.3 High interactivity: includes learner to
learner and learner to trainer interaction

1.2 Development of e-learning in Nigerian
schools :

According to Ajadi, Salawu and
Adeoye' in Nigerian schools, the commonest
type of e-learning adopted is in form of lectures
note on CD-ROM which can be played as at
when the learners desires. The challenge of
this method is that the number of students per
computer in which these facilities are available
are un-interactive as compared to when lectures
are been received in the classroom. Some
institutions adopted the use of intranet facilities;
however, this is not well maintained because
of incessant power problem and high cost of
running generating set. Most students in
Nigeria go to the cyber café but because there
are people of diverse intension on the net at
the same time, and the bandwidth problem, a
multimedia interactive cannot be done. Despite
all these and other challenges facing e-learning
in Nigerian educational institution, institutions

such as University of Ibadan, Obafemi Awolowo
University, University of Benin, University of
Abuja, University of Lagos, National Open
University of Nigeria among others has the
facilities for e-learning. The number seems
very low (compared to other parts of the world
and the usefulness of the e-learning in the
economy development) because of location of
most institutions, bandwidth issue and mostly
the challenge of electricity. The major challenges
to e-learning in Nigeria are: Digital divide;
technophobia; internet connectivity; school
curriculum,; attitude of the students; software
and licence cost; maintenance and technical

support; and electricity'.

1.3 Development of e-learning in The
United Kingdom universities :

In the United Kingdom, the Joint
Information System Committee (JISC) is a
sector-funded body that provides network
infrastructure and institutional consultancy, and

funds a number of e-learning projects®*.

In the United Kingdom, e-learning
(i.e., ICTs used in teaching or learning) are
extensively used by professors in virtually all
universities,*. UK universities are becoming
the world leaders in online higher education.
For instance, York University has a range of
distance learning courses that offer an innovative
and flexible approach to study. These courses
deliver all the hallmarks of a York education
to students who need to study at a distance
because of geographical location, work or
personal commitments. These courses reflect
York’s commitment to quality, relevance and
student support and enable you to be a full
member of the York community (University
of York, 2009). ;
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Sheffield University offers a nu!n.bcr
of distance and e-learning options. In addltlgn,
ction with the Worldwide

it works in conjun
University Networ
of prominent higher-educa b
provides distance learning opportunities
(Worldwide University Network, 2005).

In London university, in the majority
of post graduate diplomas and degrees students
receive everything they need in order to
complete their study as a package or online.
This may include text books, study guides or
units, readers, audio/video tapes and the
relevant Regulations and past examination
papers. However, for the LLM and the MA
Geography degrees students receive only an
introductory pack of study material and limited
direct academic guidance and are required to
purchase their own text books.

k, an international alliance

tion institutions thatalso
2

The University of Portsmouth®*” offers
distance/online learning in a flexible learning
environment to students that are learning at
work, online or with the international partners.
The latter entails enabling students “to attend
collaborative institutions in Singapore, Malaysia
and London to achieve degrees accredited by
the University of Portsmouth.” Extra information
regarding materials for distance learners is
located in a website. UoP’s Virtual Learning

3.0 Result

4

Isa Alj Ibrahijp, et g
s el g

Environment (VLE) is called Vict,
on WebCT and can be accesse d
website. The student portal that s tar

all students can also be found a¢ thrgjteda’t
website. UoP makes use of the Googleli\
Package which give all students aclh Pps
Google’s Calendar, Documents, Sites and ;aﬁﬁ
within the “University of Portsmouth” Google

environment™>,

rya‘is baSed
throy

2.0 Methodology :

T.he study is a survey research that
uses questionnaire and observation for Nigerian
and United Kingdom universities respectively,
Hand to hand and research assistant (for
questionnaires) and consultation of secondary
sources were used as methods in collecting
the data, where simple percentage and arithmetic
mean were used in analysing the data. The
weighted average used for the study is 3.0.A
total of one hundred (100) questionnaires were
administered to twenty (20) lecturers and
eighty (80) students in four selected Nigerian
universities, and all the questionnaires were
successfully completed and returned. While
observation on the secondary data were been
made based on four universities in United
Kingdom which include: York University,
London University, Sheffield University, and
the University of Portsmouth.

- Table 1. The current developments of e-learning in Nigerian Universities
N | Questionnaire Items Rogzg)::g:s;s()f oo —Total |
— |
I Yes | No | Total| Yes | No "1%2’
Is thclere any development with regard 20 g 2 1o | %
to e-learning in your institution? 0% |
. ‘_/
0| Is thfzre any e-learning programme 5 15 2 25% e 4
leading to the award of BSc, MSc,
MBA, or PhD in your institution? 4——J""’J/
1-88)
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Table 2. The facilities and ways of promoting e-learning in the institutions

Variables Options No. of Responds | % of respondents
Ways in which Registration 11 30.56
institutions choose to | Lectures 2 5.56
promote e-learning Library 8 2222
Admission 6 16.67
All of the above 7 19.44
Seminar presentation 2 5.56
Total 36 100
The facilities used for | Internet 17 60.71
e-learning in the Television 1 3.57
institutions CD-ROM 6 2143
All of the above 3 10.71
Power point projector 1 3:57
Total 28 100
Source: Field Survey Data (2010)
Table 3. The implications of e-learning
S/N | Question items Mean (X) | REMARK
I E-learning provide convenience and portability in 3.22 Agree
teaching
IT | It changes teachers’ role from delivers of information | 3.18 Agree
to facilitation of learning process.
IIT | With e-learning getting help and ideas from colleagues | 3.75 Agree
is easy and possible.
IV | Student performance can be gauged either on- or 3.55 Agree
off-line, through objective or subjective tests, or
through development of product or portfolios.
V | E-learning increases awareness of new techniques 3.67 Agree
to lecturers
GRAND MEAN 3.47

Source: Field Survey Data (2010)
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Table 4. Ways in which e-learning can overcome campus congestion

Isa Alj lbrahim, el g

S/N | Question items Mean (X) | REMARE
I Delivering lectures online will reduce congestion 3.53 Agree i
II | Lectures time variation will reduce congestion 4.45 Agice 1
III | Receiving lectures at any place of wish will reduce 333 Agree
congestion
IV | Meeting/lectures through video/audio conferencing 3.55 Agree |
will reduce congestion
V | E-registration will eliminate the nightmare of long 3.48 Agree
queues
GRAND MEAN 3.70

Source: Field Survey Data (2010)

Table 5. Ways to overcome e-learning challenges

S/N | Question items Mean (X) | REMARK
I Cost reduction for internet connectivity 3.54 Agree
IT | A reasonable number of technical staff and cost 3.70 Agree
reduction for maintenance and technical support
III | Stability in electricity supply will encourage e-learning | 3.95 Agree
IV | Technology/computer education knowledge for lecturers| 3.55 Agree
will reduce time consuming when preparing lecture
materials.
V| Creating a site/lecture materials with motivating 3.80 Agree
features will encourage learners to learn through
e-learning
GRAND MEAN 3.71

Source: Field Survey Data (2010)

3.1 The current developments of e-learning
in the United Kingdom Universities :

Based on the secondary data been
observed by the researchers in the four universities
of United Kingdom, it clearly shows that almost
all the universities in united kingdom embarked

on e-learning implementation where they offer
BSc, PGD, MBA, MSc.

Question 1: What are the .currf:nt
developments of e-learning In nge;laﬂ
Universities and that of United Kingdom

Based on the above table 1,2 and 3, it
shows that there is a little deve]oprpent »tvle :
regards to e-learning in Nigerian un1ver§;_:ie;
considering the degree programr{les,.fac‘ lt o
in use, and the ways of promoting it Bu
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UK universities they have gone far in e-
learning based on the secondary data consulted
in respect to the four universities chosen.

Question 2: How e-learning can
overcome campus congestion in Nigerian
universities?

Based on the table 4 above, all the items
show a positive result those are greater than
the weighted average. All of these imply that
the respondents accept it with no doubt that
these ways if strictly followed e-learning can
overcome campus congestion in Nigerian
universities. :

Question 3: What are the challenges
to e-learning in Nigerian universities and how
can it be solved?

Based on questionnaire analysed and
secondary data consulted, e-learning has some
challenges in Nigerian universities which
include: Digital divide; technophobia; internet
connectivity; school curriculum; attitude of the
students; software and licence cost; maintenance

and technical support; and electricity'.

4.0 Findings :

There is a little development with regards
to e-learning in Nigerian universities

1. The UK universities are becoming the world
best in terms of e-learning.

2. E-learning can have positive implications
to the learning process of our universities’
students and also to the process of delivering
knowledge.

3. E-learning can overcome campus congestion
in Nigerian universities.

4. Challengesto e-leaming in Nigerian universities
which include the following: Digital divide,
technophobia, internet connectivity, school
curriculum, attitude of students, software
and license cost, maintenance and technical
support, and electricity. And those challenges
can be overcome by the following ways:
Cost reduction for internet connectivity, site
maintenance by schools’ administration, a
reasonable number of technical staff and
cost reduction for maintenance and technical
support, Stability in electricity supply,
Technology/computer education knowledge
for lecturers and students, Creating site/
lecture materials with motivating features.

5.0 Conclusion

Based on the findings, the researchers
concluded by saying that e-learning in Nigerian
universities is developing considering the
internet usage, though there is still a long way
since most of them are notawarding any certificate
done through e-learning. So also e-learning will
have so many positive implications if it is to be
fully implemented, such as convenience and
portability in teaching and learning, getting help
from colleagues irrespective of their location,
gauging students’ performance on or off-line,
and increasing awareness of new techniques
to lecturers among others. But the United
Kingdom universities have gone far in the
implementation of e-learning with awarding
various degrees through e-learning and having
almost all the necessary facilities needed for
e-learning implementation.

The researchers found that proper
implementation of e-learning can overcome
campus congestion in Nigerian universities
since learners can receive lectures from
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distance place at either the same or different time.

In view of the research findings and
conclusions drawn from the study, the researcher
recommends that Computer education should
be introduced at all levels of education in Nigeria,
also electricity supply should be given due
consideration being the power source of the
technologies used in e-learning, Government
should not only initiate but implemented any
good policy at national level that will support
the institutions to properly implement e-learning,
then a reasonable number of technical staff and
cost reduction for maintenance and technical
support should be encouraged to support the
learners, lecturers, and institutions in e-learning
process.
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